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After reading through this orientation, you should:

Know Your Resources

Know Your Responsibilities

Know How to Make the Most of Your Experience

Goals



What does Culture Mean to You?

● How do you define your own 
cultural identity?

This is one definition:

“Culture is the way we perceive 
the world; it is how we behave 

according to the values, 
attitudes, and beliefs that we 
have learned. It is the glasses 
through which we see the 

world.”

● How do you define culture?

*From Cross-Cultural Orientation. A Guide for Leaders and 
Educators. (http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED262557)
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It’s important to spend some time thinking about where you learned your cultural values before you leave for Paris.  The Cultural Iceberg image 
helps us visualize what we see on the surface, and everything beneath that we may not see so easily.  What are your own values and beliefs? Where 

do they come from? How have these molded you? 

Everyone has their own cultural iceberg.  All of these aspects of our cultural iceberg impact how we interact with others, and also how others 
interact with us.  By exploring our own cultural iceberg, we can understand our own positions, but also be open to knowing that others are coming 

from their own positions.  This may be something you’ve experienced at NYU, at home, and you may experience this while studying in Paris.

Considering Our Cultural Iceberg



The City

• Dynamic international learning community
• Legacy as an artistic, intellectual, and literary 

pacesetter
• Though a metropolis, Paris adheres to its dedication 

to small businesses and local vendors
• The city basically closes on Sunday (there are things 

open, but many places are not)
• Eating and mealtimes are extremely important 

cultural experiences. You rarely see people ‘eating on 
the go’

• People may tend to be more formal than most 
Americans in language, dress, common courtesy, and 
even food



The Site

• The Academic Center is located in the 5th

arrondissement, the Latin Quarter
• Has classrooms, offices, a library, and student lounges
• Staff provides a full range of student support services
• Courses are taught by outstanding local and visiting 

scholars
• Each semester, approximately 250 students attend 

NYU Paris
• The student body is made up of upperclassmen, 

visiting students, first year students, and graduate 
students



Arrival

• Mandatory Arrival: January 11th

• Check-in by 4:00 pm (flight should land by 2:00 
pm)

• If you arrive early or depart later than the program 
dates, you are responsible for your own 
accommodations and checking your immigration 
status.

• Arrival Cheat Sheet to provided before departure
• Directions from Orly & Charles de Gaulle airports
• Instructions on what to do if flight is delayed 
• Contact information

• Classes Start: January 18

• Student Departure: May 14th, by noon



Orientation

• Mandatory Student Orientation: January 12-16
• Orientation will cover various topics to help get you 

acclimated to Paris and the program:
• Policies & Guidelines
• Practical Info and Health & Safety
• Cultural Activities
• Walking Tours
• Academic Orientation & Advising

• NYU Paris courses
• University of Paris courses

*Note: University of Paris Academic Orientation is 
mandatory for students wanting to enroll in UP courses*

Note: Do NOT mail expensive electronic items!



Academics

• Course Load: 12-18 credits (average is 16-18)
• There is a 2-week add/drop period (space permitting)
• Required: One French Language Course (for a grade)
• 2-4 additional Content Courses

• Taught in English (Program I)
• Taught in French (Program II)

• Exception: students in Program II needing to take a 
course in English for a major or minor requirement 
can request to do so

• Taking Conversation & Composition in Paris – you are 
eligible to take one content course taught in French 
(typically in cinema or visual arts)

• 2-credit Workshops are great & interesting opportunities!

• You CANNOT miss class for travel or visits.
Do NOT schedule any trips until you arrive and get your syllabi

• Academic Questions: nyu.paris.academics@nyu.edu



Language Classes

• ALL students must take a French Language course for 
a grade

• If you have NO French Language Background: enroll in 
Intensive Elementary French

• If you’ve taken French at NYU, enroll in the next level

• If you have AP/IB/SAT II scores, look at the French 
Department’s website: 
http://french.as.nyu.edu/object/language.placement

• Some language background, but unsure of level: take 
the Online Placement Exam: 
http://www.nyu.edu/cas/flpexam/

• Exemption: native or near-native fluency
may submit a petition to nyu.paris.academics@nyu.edu



University of Paris

• Program I: Anglo-American Studies Departments
• Program II: 

• Art History
• French & Comparative Literature
• History
• Cinema
• Politics
• Sociology
• Studio Art

• UP course offerings shared during UP Orientation
• UP registration during add/drop period
• Sign-up for full load of NYU Paris courses

• RESOURCES
• Individual Tutors
• Walk-in French Language tutors
• Professor Office Hours
• Drop-In Writing Center

Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself!

Example courses available on the NYU 
Paris Courses website



Getting Involved & Meeting People
• Lectures & Events
• Internships (if eligible)
• Volunteering & Community Service
• Student Life Activities
• Clubs

• Coffee & News (w/Telecom ParisTech)
• 57 Insolite (NYU Paris Newspaper)
• Political Debate Club
• TEDxNYU

• University of Paris Activities – take advantage of 
day trips, cooking lessons, theatre, sports events, 
museum visits, etc.

• Homestay
• Local Associations & Clubs – think of your hobbies 

and get involved locally



Health & Well-Being

• If you take prescriptions regularly, bring a full supply 
DO NOT SHIP ANY MEDICATIONS

• Arrange ongoing medical treatment before you leave, 
speaking with the NYU Paris Wellness Coordinator, 
Dr. Cynthia Mitchell (cynthia.mitchell@nyu.edu)

• Arrange ongoing counseling in advance through the 
Wellness Exchange (212-443-9999, 
wellness.exchange@nyu.edu) or with 
Dr. Cynthia Mitchell

• All students are enrolled in HTH, an international 
health coverage plan



Moses Center

• Students with accommodation needs--
academic or otherwise--must contact 
the Moses Center prior to departure; 
resources and services may differ 
abroad www.nyu.edu/osl/csd

• Students with disabilities that affect 
courses or housing and require special 
arrangements should also inform staff 



Communication
• Skype/Facetime/Google Hangout

• Great for talking with parents…they get to see your face
• Having a working phone in Paris is mandatory

• Purchase a local cell phone
• Unlock your smartphone before leaving & get a local SIM Card

• Look into International Chat Apps: WhatsApp, Magic Jack, etc.
• Create a realistic Communication Plan

• Are you going to talk daily, weekly, or say see you next semester?
• Why? 

• Facebook, skype, gchat and texting are part of your everyday 
lives and often interfere with students’ ability to focus on settling 
into their days in Berlin.

• Managing the time differences and feeling responsible for 
maintaining daily contact with those you care about at home can 
begin to erode a healthy sleep pattern and, eventually, your ability 
to focus on academics.

• Home will be here when you get back!



Being Financially Strategic

• Most students use their credit and debit cards – exchange 
rates are favorable, but contact your bank about fees
• Let your bank know you are traveling!

• There are daily & weekly withdrawal limits

• Figure out how much money you will have
• Working abroad may not be an option; 

how much can you save before going?

• Take advantage of NYU Paris trips & excursions!

• Consider ALL of your expenses
• Airfare, food, toiletries, medicine, laundry, spring break trips, etc.

• Cash may be exchanged at a Bureau de Change

• Be aware of the exchange rate and fees for currency 
conversion (www.xe.com)



Travel

• Choose times when you are SURE you 
don’t have academic obligations – you 
CANNOT miss class for travel or guests 
(hint: you won’t know your final schedule 
until after arrival)

• Do research
• Ask staff & friends

• Register with NYU Traveler
• Get to know your city and country
• Balance – take advantage of the 

opportunity to travel, but take advantage of 
the extraordinary chance to know another 
city and country



Housing
• All students must live in NYU Paris housing

• Assignments are based on submissions to the Study Away Confirmation Portal and 
availability

• When ranking preferences, take into account the type of housing, your budget, etc.
• Be sure to rank all preferences, not just your top one or two
• NYU Housing staff will place you in housing that matches your preferences as closely as 

possible. Keep in mind that we cannot guarantee that your preferences (type of housing or 
budget) will be matched perfectly. The housing pool is limited.

• Actual housing prices are available online and via Study Away Confirmation Portal
• A housing estimate will be placed on your eBill. This is not your housing assignment, and will 

be adjusted after assignments are made

• Housing assignments are sent to students’ NYU e-mail accounts approximately 2 weeks 
before check-in

• Housing is not provided before check-in or after check-out day

• Types of Housing May Include:
• Residence Halls
• Homestays
• Studios
• Shared Apartments
• Chambre de Bonne

Be Flexible!!



Residence Halls

• Montsouris (managed by Compusea)
• Located in 13th arrondissement
• Singles, doubles & shared suites
• Include kitchenettes & bathrooms
• Resident Assistants

• Résidence République (managed by 
Les Estudines)

• Located in 11th arrondissement
• Single studio apartments
• Other residents include French & 

international students
• Include kitchenettes & private 

bathrooms
• Resident Assistants

• Billed directly on Bursar account



Apartments & Homestays

• Housing is NOT owned by NYU. 

• Pay rent in Euros directly to landlord/homestay
• Can withdraw funds from ATM
• Western Union is another option – fast, secure and with a small 

fee. There is a WU desk very close to NYU Paris

• All housing has been visited and approved by NYU 
Paris staff.

• Locations: safe neighborhoods in all twenty 
arrondissements of Paris AND its immediate 
suburbs

• Commute time: 20 to 50 minutes.

• There is no "average" room. 

• Prices range from 500€ to 1200€ per student per 
month. 

• Utility fees are not usually included. Most apartments 
do not have Internet access.



Housing Nitty-Gritty
• The housing coordinator serves as an intermediary between landlords 

and students. 

• They help you complete a contract with your landlord (required).

• All students will be required to purchase renter’s insurance. More 
information will be given during orientation in Paris.

• According to French law, all months in which the apartment is occupied 
are due in their entirety. Please make sure you budget for 4 months of 
rent.

• According to French law, landlords may keep security deposits for up to 
two months after student departure.

• Security deposit equivalent to one month’s rent and the first month's rent 
in its entirety will be due upon moving in. 

• Plan ahead for security deposit & first month’s rent:
• Traveler’s Cheques

• Bank withdrawals

• Western Union money transfer



Remember Your NYU Resources at Home & Away

Questions about spiritual life abroad? 
Email jal19@nyu.edu 

Questions about diversity abroad? Email 
cmep@nyu.edu 

Questions about LGBTQ 
life abroad? 
Email mwh279@nyu.edu



Visa & Immigration Questions?

NYU Office of Global Services

ogs.outbound@nyu.edu

+1-212-998-4242



How do you feel about these goals?

Know Your Resources

Know Your Responsibilities

Know How to Make the Most of Your Experience

Please reach out if you still have questions!
miriam.halsey@nyu.edu  |  +1-212-992-9962



Merci et Bon 
Voyage!
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